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6. Provide bicycle accommodation along all arterial and collector streets. Bicycle accommodation 
on local streets should be provided within the travel lanes shared with motor vehicles and no 
additional markings, signage, or pavement should be provided unless a designated bicycle route 
requires the use of a local street. Where physical conditions warrant, plant trees whenever a 
street is newly constructed, reconstructed, or relocated. 

7. The Director of Public Works, Director of Parks and Recreation and the Director of Planning, 
Building and Development will present a written explanation to the City Manager for approval 
when policies 3-6 above are not reasonable or feasible per the following exceptional 
circumstances: 

a. Public safety would be compromised 
b. Severe topographic constraints exist 
c. Environmental or social impacts outweigh the need for these accommodations 
d. The purpose and scope of the project does not facilitate provision of such 

accommodation 
e. The total cost of constructing and/or maintaining the accommodation, including 

potential right-of-way acquisition, would be excessively disproportionate to the 
need for the facility 

f. A public consensus determines the accommodation is unwanted 
 
In support of this Complete Streets Policy, the City of Roanoke will: 
 

• Update all necessary and appropriate codes, standards and ordinances to ensure that design 
components for all new or modified streets follow the intent of the Street Design Guidelines. 

• Update the process of evaluating requests for new curb and/or pedestrian accommodations. 
• Identify all current and potential future sources of funding for street improvements 
• Continue inter-departmental project coordination among city departments with an interest in 

the activities that occur within the public right-of-way in order to better use fiscal resources. 
• Train pertinent staff in the engineering, parks and recreation, planning, and transportation 

departments on the content of the Street Design Guidelines 
• Use the following process when planning improvements within the public right-of-way 

a. Identify the street type according to Roanoke’s street hierarchy 
b. Identify the current and future character district(s) that pertain to the project 
c. Identify the most appropriate street typical section according to the street type and 

character district 
d. Identify any general elements that may apply to the work 

• Measure the success of this complete streets policy using the following performance measures: 
a. Total miles of on-street bicycle routes defined by streets with clearly marked or 

signed bicycle accommodation 
b. Linear feet of new pedestrian accommodation 
c. Number of new curb ramps installed along city streets 
d. Number of new street trees planted along city streets 

• Update the Street Design Guidelines as needed 
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	SECTION 1.0  BIKEWAY PLAN INTRODUCTION
	The purpose of the Bikeway Plan is to provide a coordinated and strategic approach to the development of a regional bicycling network that provides greater connectivity between activity centers and cultural resources such as greenways, public areas, d...
	-  Transportation - Recreation - Public health - Environment  - Economic development - Quality of Life
	1.3.1  Locally Maintained Roads
	The following localities are responsible for road construction and maintenance of local roads within their respective jurisdictional boundaries:
	1.3.2  VDOT Maintained Roads
	VDOT is responsible for road construction and maintenance in the following localities within the RVAMPO study area:
	SECTION 2.0 Bicycle Accommodations – Guidance and Resources
	The Bikeway Plan provides general guidance, recommendations, and resources to facilitate development of a regional bicycling network and should be used in concert with local, regional, state, and federal efforts (plans, policies, programs, funding, et...
	2.2.7 VDOT Six-Year Improvement Program (SYIP)
	2.2.8  Other VDOT Policies and Guidance
	In addition to the guidance and standards provided in the Green Book and MUTCD, VDOT has developed a range of policies, practices, procedures, and resources to direct construction and maintenance of VDOT maintained roads and the planning and provision...
	2.3.1  Bikeway Plan for the Roanoke Valley Area MPO
	See Section 1.1   2.3.2  Regional Bicycle Advisory Committee
	The Regional Bicycle Advisory Committee (BAC) was established in 2008 by the Roanoke Valley-Alleghany Regional Commission to serve as a forum for local, regional, state, and federal agencies and staff and citizens to discuss various issues impacting c...
	2.3.4 Roanoke Valley Area MPO Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP)
	2.5  Professional and Other Guidance
	2.5.1  A Policy On Geometric Design of Highways and Streets (AASHTO)
	The American Association of State Transportation Officials (AAASHTO) publication, A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets (1999) or "Green Book," contains design practices in universal use as the standard for highway geometric design. The...
	2.5.2  Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities (ASSHTO)
	The Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities (1999) provides information to help accommodate bicycle traffic in most riding environments. As with the Green Book, this guide serves as the primary reference document guiding bicycle facilities des...
	2.5.3  Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (2009)
	2.5.4  Urban Bikeway Design Guide (NACTO)
	2.5.5  Other Resources

	The Red Rack Program includes:
	SECTION 4: Corridors for Consideration of Bicycle Accommodation

	VDOT Roadway Functional Classification Definitions
	Functional classification is the process by which streets and highways are grouped into classes, or systems, according to the character of service they are intended to provide. The Virginia Department of Transportation's (VDOT) Transportation and Mobi...
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	Virginia Department of Transportation Policy for Integrating Bicycle and Pedestrian Accommodations
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