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B. CLAYTON GOODMAN III 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 

April19, 2013 

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 

5204 Bernard Drive, PO Box 29800 
Roanoke, Virginia 24018-0798 

Roanoke Valley Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
313 Luck Avenue SW 
P.O. Box 2569 
Roanoke, VA 24010 

Dear Members of the MPO: 

TEL: (540) 772.2004 
FAX: (540) 561.2884 

I am writing to request your support for Regional Surface Transportation funds for a planning 
study to determine the market feasibility and transportation infrastructure impacts of an 
intermodal facility to be constructed within the Roanoke Valley Metropolitan Planning Area. 

As proposed, the intermodal facility is an important economic development asset to our region 
that will help attract new jobs to the Roanoke Valley. Further, the facility will better serve the 
transportation and shipping needs of the business community by allowing a more efficient flow 
of goods between highway and rail. A current evaluation of the anticipated impacts of this 
project is essential in moving this significant project forward. 

Similar facilities are being constructed in nearby states that will put the Roanoke Valley at a 
competitive disadvantage in recruiting and retaining business that are dependent on efficient 
transportation systems. A new intermodal facility will allow the Roanoke Region to participate 
in an emerging rail network while capturing shipping related jobs and economic activity that 
might otherwise be diverted to competing ports and facilities in neighboring states. 

Due to the significant transportation and economic impacts throughout the region, the intermodal 
facility project meets the requirements of the Regional Surface Transportation Program. On 
behalf of Roanoke County, I ask for your favorable consideration of this request to complete a 
planning study for the intermodal transportation facility in the Roanoke Region. 

Sincerely, 

~.e..\4-~J!! 
B. Clayton Goodman, III 
County Administrator 



 
 

April 22, 2013 
 
Roanoke Valley Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
313 Luck Ave, SW 
PO Box 2569 
Roanoke, VA  24010 
 
Dear MPO Members: 
 
On behalf of the Roanoke Regional Partnership, I am sending this letter in support of 
providing funding for a study to determine the potential transportation infrastructure 
impacts and economic impact of a proposed intermodal transportation facility in the 
Roanoke Valley metropolitan planning area. 
 
This proposed facility would connect rail lines and trucking operations in our region in 
order to better serve the transportation and shipping needs of the business community. 
 
Similar facilities, being constructed in nearby states, will put the Roanoke Valley at a 
competitive disadvantage in recruiting, retaining, and growing businesses that are 
dependent on efficient transportation systems.  An intermodal facility is becoming an 
essential part of the transportation infrastructure for the 21st Century.  Which is why in 
my business attraction work as an economic developer, I meet with many companies 
that now consider an intermodal facility a necessary community qualification. 
 
In 2008, an economic assessment was conducted by HDR/HLB Decision Economics 
Inc., in Silver Spring, Maryland with key findings predicting an intermodal facility could 
increase the region’s annual employment positions to as many as 2,900 and boost the 
total annual economic output associated with economic development and job creations 
to about $550 million over a15 year steady growth period.  Now after the Great 
Recession, an updated assessment of these factors will help get this project back on 
track.  For these reasons, an updated planning study is an appropriate candidate for 
Regional Surface Transportation Program funds. 
 
Given the facility would have significant transportation and economic impacts for the 
entire region, this project meets the requirements of the Regional Surface Transportation 
Program.  I hope you will look favorably upon this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Beth Doughty 
Executive Director 











From: Kevin Byrd [mailto:kbyrd@nrvpdc.org]  

Sent: Wednesday, May 1, 2013 2:50 PM 
To: wstrickland@rvarc.org 

Subject: Intermodal Facility Study Support 

 
Hello Wayne, 
The purpose of this email is to extend support for the proposed study of the impacts and opportunities 
associated with the development of the Intermodal Facility in Montgomery County.  The New River 
Valley Planning District Commission believes this study will provide valuable information pertaining to 
the potential build-out of the site and economic opportunities the project presents.  Should you need 
any assistance or data from the Commission in order to conduct the study please let me know.  
  
Best regards, 
Kevin 
  
Kevin R. Byrd, AICP 
Executive Director 
New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 
O: 540-639-9313 (x212) 
C: 540-808-8891 
kbyrd@nrvpdc.org 
www.nrvpdc.org 
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contact 

 
6226 University Park Drive – Suite 2200  Radford, VA  24141  ph 540 267 0007  fax 540 267 0013  

info@nrvalliance.org  www.nrvalliance.org                                                                                                        
toll free 800 678 1734 

May 1st, 2013 
 
 
 
Roanoke Valley Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
313 Luck Avenue SW 
P.O. Box 2569 
Roanoke, VA 24010 
 
Dear Members of the MPO: 
 
I request your support for providing Regional Surface Transportation Program funds for a 
planning study to determine the market feasibility and transportation infrastructure impacts of an 
intermodal transportation facility to be constructed within the Roanoke Valley Metropolitan 
Planning Area and the greater Roanoke and New River Valleys. 
 
This proposed facility would connect rail lines and trucking operations in our region in order to 
better serve the transportation and shipping needs of the business community.  A current 
evaluation of the anticipated impacts of this project is an essential next step in moving this 
important regional project forward.  The intermodal facility as previously envisioned would be 
an important economic development asset that would help attract new jobs to the Roanoke and 
New River Valley and facilitate the shipping of goods for existing businesses in our region. 
 
Similar facilities are being constructed in nearby states that will put the Roanoke and New River 
Valley at a competitive disadvantage in recruiting and retaining business that are dependent on 
efficient transportation systems.  An intermodal facility is an important transportation 
infrastructure component that is becoming an essential economic development tool. 
 
Because the intermodal facility would have significant transportation and economic impacts for 
the entire region, this project meets the requirements of the Regional Surface Transportation 
Program.  On behalf of the New River Valley EDA, I hope that you will give favorable 
consideration to the planning study for the intermodal transportation facility and support this 
regional application. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Aric H. Bopp 
Executive Director 
New River Valley Economic Development Alliance 

 


