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B The location quotient is a

economic specialization in a

measure of regional
cluster.

Charts showing location quotients over
time indicate shifts in competitiveness:
example shown below

MSA Health Care Cluster
Location Quotient (LQ), 1977-1996

specialization and suggest a

cluster exists.
of how competitiveness has

than 1.0 refer to a higher-
over time gives an indication
been changing.

B Location quotients greater
than-average level of

B Tracking location quotients

6

1991

1986

= :
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..And has declined in the 1990s as a major

source of employment in the non-MSA

areas.

non-MSA Apparel and Textile Cluster
Concentration Ratio (LQ), 1977-1995

1985

mmmmmmmm

1991

1986

1081

MSA Apparel and Textile Cluster Concentration

Ratio (LQ), 1977-1995

B

.

Patterns

nty Business

- Cou

e: Dept. of Commerce

Sourc
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The regional Transaction Services cluster
takes advantage of emerging trends in the

economy.

Employment Composition of the MSA

Transaction Services Cluster, 1999
Total Regional Employment: 3,967

Employment Composition of the non-MSA

Transaction Services Cluster, 1999

Total Employment: 832
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houses
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Source: Dun and Bradstreet / Roanoke Valley Economic Development Partnership
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Historical data is unreliable for this
cluster, but current data suggests

Roanoke is relatively strong.

Estimated Transaction Services Employment, 1999

e

_=

5,000 -

4,000 -

3,000 -

2,000 -

o: Dun and Bradstreet / Roanoke Valley Economic Development Partnership
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The Non-MSA area is key to Roanoke’s

Regional Wood Products Cluster.

Employment Composition of the non-MSA
Wood Products Cluster, 1999
Total Employment: 5,261

Employment Composition of the MSA
Wood Products Cluster, 1399
Total Employment: 2,990

Lumber and Wood

Paper and Allied

Paper and Allied
Products

40%

re and Fixtures

1%

Source: Dun and Bradstreet / Roanoke Valley Economic Development Partnership

31



areas.

The Wood Products cluster is a more
significant employer in the Non-Metropolitan

Non-MSA Wood Products Cluster Concentration

Ratio (LQ), 1977-1995

-

1991

1986

1981

15

7 T

M SA Wood Products Cluster Concentration

Ratio (LQ), 1977-1995

Source: Dept. of Commerce - County Business Patterns
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This cluster continues to perform well
although there are indications that it may be

declining.

MSA Basic and Fabricated Metals Cluster
Concentration Ratio (LQ), 1977-1996

4.00

e: Dept. of Commerce - RFA

Sourc
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...But has grown in the 1990s after slower
growth in the 1980s.
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The cluster has maintained its strong

specialization over time.

(LQ), 19771996

.

- RFA

MSA Health Care Cluster Concentration Ratio

e: Dept. of Commerce

2.00
1.00
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...And has grown rapidly in the 1990s.

Optoelectronics Concentration Ratio (LQ), 1976-1996

.

1986 1991 1996

1981

1976

- RFA

e: Dept. of Commerce

Sourc
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...And has been steadily growing in

N

_ F
.k

importance.

MSA Transportation Related Manufacturing
Cluster Concentration Ratio (LQ), 1977-1996

1986

2.00
1.00

- RFA

ource: Dept. of Commerce
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The Transportation Services cluster
illustrates the importance of railroads to the

region.

Total Regional Employment: 4,211

Employment Composition of the MSA
Transportation Services Cluster, 1999

Special Warehousin
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©
©
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Source: Dun and Bradstreet / Roanoke Valley Economic Development Partnership



MSA Transportation Services Cluster
Concentration Ratio (LQ), 1977-1996

1996

‘
SR
R

.

1991

-3

1981

1977

3.00

2.00 -
1.00

The Cluster Remains Strong, Although Its
Concentration Has Declined in the 1990s.

RFA

e: Dept. of Commerce -

Sourc
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1995

S

1991

The cluster has fluctuated over time, but has

been consistently strong.

non-MSA Chemical and Paint Cluster
Concentration Ratio (LQ), 1977-1995

7

1986

1981

1977

Patterns

nty Business

of Commerce - Cou

e Dept.

Sourc
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- Cultural Ameni

Quality of Life

Annual Public Library Books Loaned Per Capita, 1997
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Annual Resident Ensemble Dates

per 100,000 Population, 1987
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The region’s Public Libraries are
comparatively well-utilized by

residents.
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Business Climate / Cost of L

The region has the most

affordable housing
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Annual Mortgage Costs as a Percent of
Average Household income, 1996
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Nashville area residents

Only Richmond and
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Transportation

Average Household Income, 1996
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