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DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION

The Roanoke Valley Transportation Planning Organization (RVTPO) Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) is a listing of transportation projects over a three year period,
which will be funded, at least in part, with funds from the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) and/or Federal Transit Administration (FTA).

The current TIP covers the years 2015 through 2018 and lists the estimated cost for each
phase of all projects. Project schedules often change as a result of personnel or
consultant availability for design activities, or changes in budget resource availability.
Thus, the TIP does not always yield an up-to-date picture of actual project expenditures.
To ensure that the public will have an accurate understanding of how federal funds are
actually being spent on transportation projects, Congress included in the Safe,
Accountable, Fiexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-
LU) legislation of 2005, and continued in the 2012 Moving Ahead for Progress in the 215t
Century Act (MAP-21), a requirement that the organizations responsible for approving the
Transportation Improvement Program publish an Annual Listing of Transportation Project
Obligations.

What are "project obligations"?

An obligation is the Federal government'’s legal commitment to pay the Federal share of a
project’s cost. An obligated project is one that has been authorized by the Federal agency
and for which funds have been committed. Projects for which funds have been obligated
are not necessarily initiated or completed during the program year, and the amount of the
obligation will not necessarily equal the total cost of the project. For projects under the
auspices of the FTA, obligation occurs when the FTA grant is awarded. For projects under
the auspices of the FHWA, obligation occurs when a project agreement is executed and
the State/grantee requests that the funds be obligated.

A good way to think of “obligations” is setting up a checking account for a specific purpose
and then making an initial deposit. in order to begin work on any phase of a transportation
project, federal funds must be obligated. This means that the money is set aside for that
particular piece of work, and then can be used to pay bills. The project expenses may be
bills from a design consultant, a construction contractor, or payroll costs for Virginia
Department of Transportation (VDOT) employees working on the project.

An obligation removed from a project, or released, is usuaily the result of a decrease in
the cost estimate, a project awarded for a lesser amount than originally authorized at
advertisement, or an FHWA Financial Integrity Review and Evaluation (FIRE) project levei
review.

Do project obligations mean the work is underway?

This is not always the case. Project accounts are set up, particularly for the initial phases
of a project, to enable the work. It may take a while, for example, to select and hire a
design consultant and then actually begin work.



Contents of this document:

This document contains tables of VDOT project funding information in which the listing of
ungrouped projects are organized by jurisdiction then by funding category (i.e. Interstate,
Primary, Secondary, or Urban). Appendix A shows the same grouped projects organized
by roadway system rather than by jurisdiction. VDOT grouped projects are presented in
Appendix B. Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (VDRPT) funding
information show how federal funds were used to support the transit operations of the
Greater Roanoke Transit Company (Valley Metro) and RADAR.

Acronyms

ARRA American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009

BROS Bridge Off-System

CMAQ Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Program

DEMO Demonstration

EB/MG Equity Bonus/Minimum Guarantee

FHWA Federal Highway Administration

FTA Federal Transit Administration

IM/NH Interstate Maintenance/National Highway System

NHPP National Highway Performance Program

RSTP Regional Surface Transportation Program

SAFE (SAFETEA-LU) Safe Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity
Act: A Legacy for Users

STP Surface Transportation Program

SSTP Statewide Surface Transportation Program

UPC Universal Project Code
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