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AGENDA 

Regional Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee  

October 30, 2018 
4:00 pm – 6:00 pm 

Upstairs conference room, 313 Luck Ave SW, Roanoke VA 
 

1. Approval of June 21 (p 2-6) and August 30 (p 7-9) minutes 

2. Announcements 

• Report on Oct 24 Statewide Bike/Ped Committee in Roanoke 

3. Locality Chat with City of Roanoke 

4. Committee members report on Oct 8 Bike/Walk/Disability Audit (p 10-22) 

5. Recommendation on bike/ped count program (p 23) 

6. Wrap-up 

 
 
Committee information, dates, links, and attachments are on the committee web page.  
 
Next meeting is Friday, January 4, 2019, 2:00 – 4:00 pm. 
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MINUTES 

Regional Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee  

June 21, 2018 
 
Members present 
Anita McMillan, Vinton 
Andrea Garland, Roanoke 
Wayne Wilcox, Roanoke County 
Cecile Newcomb, Roanoke County 
Jessica Preston, Salem 
Erik Olsen, Montgomery County 
Greg Walter, Greenway Commission 
Carol Linkenhoker, VDOT 
Robert Robillard, at-large 
Lisa Wever, at-large 
Kristine McCormick, at-large 
Lisa Cooper, at-large 
Jim Lee, at-large 
Vickie Browning, at-large 
Colie Touzel, at-large 

Jeremy Holmes, at-large 
 
Members absent 
Michelle Via 
Garrett Brumfield 
David Radcliffe, Botetourt County 
 
Others present 
Lisa Tays 
 
Staff present 
Rachel Ruhlen 
Amanda McGee 
Frank Smith (intern) 
Hunter Wolz (intern)

 
 
1. Introduction and Orientation 
Rachel Ruhlen explained what a metropolitan planning organization is, the relationship of the 
Regional Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee to Roanoke’s metropolitan planning 
organization, and a history of bike/ped planning in the Roanoke Valley.  

 
A metropolitan planning organization is a coalition of local governments (cities, counties, and towns) 
and transportation agencies. To receive federal transportation funds, urbanized areas with 
population of 50,000 or more must have a metropolitan planning organization which identifies 
regional transportation needs and advances transportation projects. The Roanoke Valley 
Transportation Planning Organization (RVTPO) is the metropolitan planning organization for the 
Roanoke Valley urbanized area. Transportation projects in the RVTPO area that receive federal 
funds must be included in the RVTPO’s Fiscally Constrained List of Projects and the Transportation 
Improvement Program. The Fiscally Constrained List of Projects is in the RVTPO’s Long-Range 
Transportation Plan, a 20-year plan updated every 5 years. The Transportation Improvement 
Program is a list of all projects slated to receive federal funding in the next 5 years.  
 
The RVTPO Policy Board is made up of elected officials from member localities and representatives 
of transportation agencies. The RVTPO Transportation Technical Committee advises the Policy 
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Board and is made up of staff from member localities and transportation agencies. The Regional 
Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee advises the Transportation Technical Committee on 
matters pertaining to bicycle and pedestrian planning. 
 
The RVTPO is staffed by the Roanoke Valley-Alleghany Regional Commission, a coalition of local 
governments that includes most of the RVTPO localities plus several rural localities. 
 
Timeline of bike/ped planning in the Roanoke Valley: 
1975: The Regional Commission adopted its first Bikeway Plan.  
1981: Bikeway Plan update. The Roanoke Valley had two signed bike routes, one on Wiley Drive 
and one in Salem.  
1991: No progress had been made since the last update. But new federal legislation allowed, for the 
first time, bike/ped and transit projects to receive federal transportation funds. 
1997: The Valley Beautiful Foundation advocated for Greenways, and the Greenway Commission 
formed in 1997.  
2004: VDOT adopted its first Statewide Bicycle and Pedestrian Program. 
2005: Another Bikeway Plan update. 
2008: The League of American Bicyclists visited to give the City of Roanoke feedback on how to 
become a Bicycle Friendly Community and recommended formation of a Bicycle Advisory 
Committee. 
2010: City of Roanoke designated a Bronze Level Bicycle Friendly Community. 
2012: The Bicycle Advisory Committee oversaw the Bikeway Plan update. 
2015: The RVTPO adopted a Pedestrian Vision Plan. 
 
The Bicycle Advisory Committee was involved with the City of Roanoke’s Bicycle Friendly 
Community application, guided the 2012 Bikeway Plan update, and gave feedback and input on 
locality projects and planning. The committee consisted mainly of locality staff and members of the 
Blue Ridge Bicycle Club. It did not have a formal membership process, officers, or voting. It was not 
clear what agency the advisory committee advised. By 2016, the Bicycle Advisory Committee had 
not met in a couple of years. When it did meet, it was mostly locality staff who missed the citizen 
input.  
 
In 2018, the committee was revisioned as the Regional Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee to 
the Transportation Technical Committee. 
 
2. Nominations are open for the Chair and Vice-chair. Self-nominations are encouraged. 

a. Duties of Chair and Vice-Chair 
i. Work with staff (phone, email, or in person) to create agendas. 
ii. Facilitate meetings or delegate this responsibility. 

b. Nominations due by Friday, August 24, 2018. 
 

3. Bike/Ped Committee Action Plan 
The committee Procedures state that the Transportation Technical Committee will approve this 
committee’s Action Plan. The Bike/Ped Committee Action Plan will list specific tasks that the 
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committee will accomplish during the ~12 hours it meets during the entire year (four 2-hour meetings 
and one half-day workshop). Following the committee’s discussion, staff will draft the Bike/Ped 
Action Plan, have the committee review it by email, then forward it to the Transportation Technical 
Committee for approval. 
 
The tasks on the Bike/Ped Committee Action Plan should support the purpose of the committee and 
the RVTPO work program.  

• The purpose of the committee is to facilitate regional collaboration with diverse stakeholders 
in planning bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure.  

• The RVTPO work program item 2.07 states that Bicycle & Pedestrian Planning is a continued 
effort to implement bike/ped recommendations from the Bikeway Plan, the Pedestrian Vision 
Plan, the Greenway Plan, and the Transit Vision Plan.  

o The most important of these are the Bikeway Plan and the Pedestrian Vision Plan. 
This committee coordinates with the Greenway Commission and transit. 

 
The following topics came up during the discussion of the Bike/Ped Committee Action Plan. 
 

a) The committee’s authority to carry out tasks.  
The Transportation Technical Committee specifically did not authorize this committee to advocate 
directly to elected officials or to write letters of support to localities and agencies. The rationale was 
that formal resolutions or letters of support should come directly from the Policy Board on behalf of 
the RVTPO rather than one of its individual committees. The committee can provide feedback or 
input to locality and agency staff at committee meetings and can make recommendations to the 
Transportation Technical Committee if it perceives a need for a formal resolution or letter of support. 
The committee has indirect access to elected officials who serve on the Policy Board. 
 

b) Direction for the first year of the committee 
Some members wanted to jump into action rather than spend a year learning about relevant plans, 
studies, and the transportation planning process. One suggestion was to first learn about 
transportation projects currently under consideration and their bike/ped components, then discuss 
concerns and make recommendations to TTC so that future project applications can address those 
concerns. Locality staff were interested in getting feedback from the committee on plans, projects, 
and issues and interest from committee members in having an opportunity to comment on locality 
plans, projects, and issues. 
 

c) What are examples of past successes of the Bicycle Advisory Committee? 
Roanoke County had ideas for bike/ped accommodations on Plantation Road that they substantially 
changed after receiving input from the committee before applying for funding. 
The City of Roanoke welcomed committee input on projects after hearing mixed and confusing 
feedback from the public on an experimental treatment. 
The committee helped the City of Roanoke with the Bicycle Friendly Community application. 
Other localities commented they have appreciated being able to learn from the City’s experiences, 
which has led the way in the region in bicycle infrastructure. 
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d) How do projects get started and ultimately funded? Specifically, the roundabout project on 
Colonial Avenue. Why is this project being built instead of needed maintenance repairs? 

Capital improvements like Colonial Avenue roundabouts use federal funding that comes through 
VDOT. Virginia Western also provided some funding since this project benefits them. Roundabouts 
are a proven extremely effective safety measure that slow traffic, which improves safety for all users 
(bicyclists, pedestrians, and motorists). There have been zero crashes at the Riverland and Mt 
Pleasant roundabout since it was constructed. They cost less to maintain than a traffic signalized 
intersection. However, they are still being studied for people with visual impairment. In Virginia, the 
largest projects (like Colonial Avenue) are funded through the competitive Smart Scale program 
which scores projects on six factors. Bike/ped elements and roundabouts increase a project’s Smart 
Scale score. The City’s next big project is Orange Avenue, and it was selected because it’s been 
talked about for years and appears in several plans. Smart Scale is only for improvements, not 
maintenance. The City of Roanoke has its own maintenance budget.  
 
VDOT has a six-year time horizon for projects. Smart Scale fully funds projects, unlike in the past 
when projects would get funding for planning and design but not construction, which was wasteful. 
Localities are submitting Smart Scale applications this summer and Fall 2018 would be a good time 
to start talking about the next Smart Scale application cycle (every two years). 
 
More information about Smart Scale is at http://vasmartscale.org/.  
 
A smaller funding program important for bike/ped safety is the Highway Safety Improvement 
Program (~$100,000 range). Localities use input from the public to determine these projects. This 
year, the City of Roanoke is installing six rapid rectangular flashing beacons, a proven safety 
countermeasure for crosswalks, funded though the Highway Safety Improvement Program. 
Localities would like input from the committee to develop applications for Highway Safety 
Improvement Program funding.  
 
Localities have had difficulties applying for Safe Routes to School funding because of lack of support 
from schools. Individual committee members could assist with outreach to school administration, 
staff, and families to help localities get support for Safe Routes to School projects.  
 

e) Bikeway Plan and Pedestrian Vision Plan 
The committee had some interest in developing a wish list of projects, which led to a discussion of 
the Bikeway Plan and Pedestrian Vision Plan. The committee could familiarize itself with these plans 
and consider updating the project lists. The committee feels the RVTPO should consider combining 
the plans next time one is updated. Most localities have a single bike/ped plan. The Bikeway Plan 
was last updated in 2012. 
 

f) Non-infrastructure projects 
Amanda McGee reported on the National Bicycle & Pedestrian Documentation Project. The 
Regional Commission has conducted bike/ped counts since 2012 using the methodology developed 
by the National Bicycle & Pedestrian Documentation Project. The counts are volunteer- and time-
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intensive and have not yielded consistent or reliable data. She is researching alternate bike/ped 
count methods and would like the committee’s input. 
 
Jeremy Holmes reported on BikeShare. Station sponsors have been selecting the station locations 
but the program has expanded enough that locations can be more strategic. Jeremy would like input 
on either future station locations or general criteria to help him select locations. 
 
Andrea Garland reported on the Community Based Bike/Ped Safety Assessment, a tool being 
piloted by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. This will include a survey to 
supplement crash data because bike/ped crashes are under-reported. She asked committee 
members to take the survey when it is live and distribute it to their networks. Committee members 
suggested she look in the Transit Development Plan for safety issues and add a question to the 
survey of what places people avoid. 
 

g) General comments  
Should regularly provide recommendations to the Transportation Technical Committee 
Should think regionally – how to get from Salem to the Blue Ridge Parkway, for example. 
Learn what projects are under consideration now and what isn’t being considered 
Learn who to contact with an idea or an observed problem 
It is important to keep in mind how people with disabilities will use facilities. It is everyone’s job to 
remember that. People with disabilities can help us understand and think about their needs. 
Do bicycle and pedestrian issues ever conflict with each other? The committee speculated on this 
and believes that generally these go together, and rarely if ever does anyone have to choose. 
The committee commented on the importance of education and awareness, and its role in pushing 
for a cultural shift in thinking that prioritizes bike/ped safety. 
The committee’s work is important because VDOT does look at plans and incorporates these into its 
improvements. 
 
Other comments from members who were unable to attend: 
When people are aware of the process they are empowered to get involved and get their 
transportation issues resolved. 
I’m concerned with ‘blue collar’ bicycling and walking. Do Roanoke & surrounding areas have 
targets for CO2 emissions and climate change? 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:00 pm. 
 
The next meeting will be August 30, 4:00 – 6:00 pm. 
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MINUTES 

Regional Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee  

4:00 pm August 30, 2018 
313 Luck Ave SW, upstairs conference room 

 
Members present 
Anita McMillan, Vinton 
Wayne Wilcox, Roanoke County 
Cecile Newcomb, Roanoke County 
Jessica Preston, Salem 
Liz Belcher, Greenway Commission 
Carol Linkenhoker, VDOT 
Robert Robillard, at-large 
Lisa Wever, at-large 
Kristine McCormick, at-large 
Jim Lee, at-large 
Vickie Browning, at-large 
Colie Touzel, at-large 
Jeremy Holmes, at-large 
Michelle Via, at-large 
Garrett Brumfield, at-large 

Pete Peters, Vinton 
David Radcliffe, Botetourt County (on 

phone) 
 
Members absent 
Erik Olsen, Montgomery County 
Lisa Cooper, at-large 
Andrea Garland, Roanoke City 
 
Others present 
Jeff Collignon, United Way 
David Holladay, Roanoke County 
 
Staff present 
Rachel Ruhlen 
Amanda McGee

 
 
1. Announcements 

• VDOT kicked off its Transportation Safety Analysis for the Roanoke Valley meeting 
with locality staff and others.  

• The Alternative Transportation Social for the New River and Roanoke Valleys is 
August 31.  

• Jim Lee mentioned that the Galax to Green Hills trail has been in the news lately and 
after decades of wishful thinking seems to be gaining momentum. 

 
2. Election of officers 
Jim Lee was nominated for Chair and received 14 votes. Cecile Newcomb and Colie Touzel 
were nominated for Vice-Chair. Colie Touzel received 8 votes for Vice-Chair. Cecile 
Newcomb received 6 votes for Vice-Chair. 
 
3. Discussion with Roanoke County on active and planned bike/ped projects – David 
Holladay 
David Holladay showcased the Roanoke County Transportation Projects storymap 
(interactive map link here) and discussed the following projects. David Holladay can be 
reached at dholladay@roanokecountyva.gov or (540) 772-2094.
 

• Plantation Road 

• Williamson Road / Peters Creek 
Road 

• Williamson Road Sidewalk 

• West Roanoke River Greenway 

• West Main Street Sidewalk 

• East Roanoke River Greenway 

• Catawba Blue Blaze Trail 

• Rt 311 AT Pedestrian Bridge
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Robert Robillard asked about if a roundabout was being considered at Peters Creek Road 
and Williamson Road. David replied he has but is aware of congestion issues at the 
intersection. 
 
Kristine McCormick said the wide shoulders on West Main Street which accommodate 
vehicle turning movements as well as bicycle travel are filled with pieces of tire and gravel. 
Carol Linkenhoker suggested reporting maintenance needs to the myVDOT site (link here). 
Jim Lee asked if bikes are allowed on sidewalks, and David replied he is not aware of a 
County ordinance prohibiting it. 
 
Jeff Collignon commented that the hotels on Plantation Road near I-81 exit 146 provide 
good access to Carvins Cove, if there were a more comfortable way to cross the interstate. 
David commented that the County is working on an agreement with Hollins University to 
allow access to the Tinker Creek Greenway from Friendship Lane, which will require 
construction of a bridge over Carvins Creek. Liz Belcher asked about prioritization and 
citizen involvement in this. The County will seek more public input on this and other projects 
when they begin developing the new Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Committee members enjoyed learning about Roanoke County bike/ped projects and 
appreciated David Holladay taking the time to talk about it. 

 
4. Adoption of 2018-2019 Bike/Ped Committee Action Plan  
Rachel Ruhlen explained that the Action Plan falls between the Purpose statement of the 

committee and the individual agendas for each meeting. It provides more guidance than the 

purpose statement but not as much detail as the agenda.  

Liz Belcher suggested the committee consider site visits to on-road connections to 

greenways. The new Greenway Plan identifies on-road connections (the pink lines), in 

response to public demand for access to greenways without driving. Locality staff identified 

the on-road connections on maps but they have not been reviewed on the ground. The 

committee could organize small groups to visit the on-road connections and determine what 

is needed for biking, walking, and disability access. Some might just need signs while 

others might need more extensive infrastructure. Committee members were enthusiastic 

and positive about this activity which fits well with the draft of the action plan.  

Cecile Newcomb requested “This committee” and “It” be clarified. Jim Lee moved to 

approve the Regional Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee Action Plan 2018-2019 with 

this correction. Robert Robillard seconded. Motion passed. 

5. Discussion of options to replace or supplement bike/ped counts – Amanda McGee 
Amanda McGee explained the history of bike/ped counts in the Roanoke Valley and the 
limitations 2 hours of counts by volunteers once a year. The Virginia Transportation 
Research Council recently released a paper recommending that VDOT acquire and operate 
four Eco-Counters in the Salem district for bike/ped counts. Amanda presented three 
scenarios: 
a) Continue the manual count program 
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b) Expand the greenway count program with TRAFx counters to on-road counts 
c) Invest in a new system such as Eco-Counter that provides real-time data 
 
Both TRAFx and Eco-Counter use infrared sensors. TRAFx also carries magnetometers 
and Eco-Counter carries pneumatic tubes and inductive loops. 
 
Committee members had several questions about the program. Cecile Newcomb suggested 
contacting Steve Hankey at Virginia Tech who operates a bike/ped count program in 
Blacksburg with students for his research. 
 
Committee members agreed that the manual count program does not benefit the area. They 
discussed the difficulty and expense of transitioning from TRAFx to Eco-Counter and 
whether that transition will eventually occur if TRAFx stops supporting the current counters. 
The transition could involve a small number of counters that are moved from place to place. 
Eco-Counters have more secure housing that is resistant to vandalism and theft. The 
batteries of both TRAFx and Eco-Counter are long-lasting. The real-time data of Eco-
Counters is not available where there is not signal, and many TRAFx counters are on 
remote trails. To fund new counters, staff could investigate Highway Safety Improvement 
Program funding or rent the equipment to events such as Go-Fest. 
 
Staff will distribute the Research Council paper, research the cost of TRAFx 
magnetometers, and reach out to Steve Hankey. 
 
6. Updates 
Individual committee members updated the committee on items of interest. 
Colie Touzel – ROAM bike share launched in Blacksburg and its busiest day this month was 
the first day of classes. 
Vickie Browning – Local Office on Aging and AARP have been discussing transportation in 
underserved areas, something like Carilion’s Starline Trolley. 
Kristine McCormick – The Roanoke chapter of the International Mountain Biking Association 
has a new name, the Blue Ridge Off-Roads Cyclists, to be more inclusive of the area 
served. The group is seeking funding for an executive director position. 
Lisa Wever – The new Fallon Park Elementary School is under construction and staff are 
discussing a Bicycle Safety Program. 
Jim Lee – Ray Smoot of Blacksburg has been appointed to the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board. Ray has been a strong and influential proponent of initiatives linking 
Roanoke and Blacksburg, such as the Hotel Roanoke renovation and the medical school. 
Garrett Brumfield – will be traveling to New Orleans and Denver to do accessibility audits. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:52 pm. 
 
The next meeting will be October 30, 4:00 – 6:00 pm. 
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Location From To Connects to Notes Jurisdiction Audit date

Colonial Ave

Winding 

Way Hartland Rd Murry Run bike lanes and sidewalk Roanoke City Too dangerous to audit

Grandin Rd Avenel Ave Dover Dr

Murray Run to 

Mudlick Connector bike lanes Roanoke City

Riverland Rd

Garden City 

Blvd

Mill 

Mountain 

Star 

Trailhead

Mill Mountain to 

Roanoke River 

Connector

100-yd stretch sidewalk along Riverland Rd. 

Stormwater issues. RSTP potential. Right of 

way owned, needs lots of $$. $500K. Needs 

curb & gutter Roanoke City Too dangerous to audit

Ferncliff Ave

Hershberge

r Rd Routt Rd

Lick Run Connection 

on Ferncliff Rd

existing wide sidewalk - want bike lanes, might 

not have to wait for repaving Roanoke City

Huff Park

Valley View 

Blvd Huff Ln

Huff Park 

Neighborhood 

Connection sidewalk is complete Roanoke City No audit

Round Hill 

Elementary School

Valley View 

Ave

Oakland 

Blvd

Round Hill 

Elementary School 

Connection new trail on school property Roanoke City No audit

Norris Dr Andrews Rd

Lick Run 

Greenway

Melrose Rugby 

Connection via 

Norris

connect already in place, but traffic calming. 

Reduce parking? Striping? No sidewalks. Attend 

neighborhood meeting, MOTA Roanoke City 10/8/2018

Crystal Creek Dr

Bent 

Mountain 

Rd

Starkey 

Park

Former Back Creek 

Greenway

Roanoke 

County

Ogden Rd

Circle Brook 

Dr Electric Rd

Tanglewood to 

Murray Run 

Connector

Roanoke 

County

Valley Pointe Pkwy

Wood 

Haven Rd

Peters 

Creek Rd

Valley Pointe 

Parkway to Lick Run 

Greenway

Roanoke 

County
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Location From To Connects to Notes Jurisdiction Audit date

Roanoke Blvd Easton Rd

Peters 

Creek Rd

Roanoke Blvd to 

Peters Creek able bodied walk, bike Salem

Texas St

Lynchburg 

Turnpike Idaho Salem Civic Center sidewalks Salem

Main St Electric Rd

Thompson 

Memorial Main Street Corridor Salem DO NOT AUDIT

Main St Lewis

Thompson 

Memorial Main Street Corridor Look at engineering plans

Main St Lewis Fourth St Main Street Corridor

Main St Fourth St Wildwood

Shanks St Main St

Carrollton 

Ave

Shank St (former Dry 

Creek Greenway)

no connection to greenway. Walkability. Not 

considering extending sidewalks. Evaluate 

what's there - asphalt Salem

Able-bodied auditors, 

consider disabilities

Homestead Dr Upland Dr

E Riverside 

Dr

Homestead to 

Riverside Salem DO NOT AUDIT

Colorado St College Ave

E Riverside 

Dr

Colorado Ave 

Improvements

Probably should have sidewalk on both sides. 

Connection to greenway, downtown. 

Intersection of Shanks & Colorado Salem

Colorado St & 

Kimball Ave Riverside Dr Pyrtle Dr

Colorado to Kimball 

Neighborhood Salem

Franklin St Kimball Ave Niblick Dr Franklin to Kimball Salem

Mulberry St & Hill 

Ave & Eddy Ave & 

Union St Gray Ln Kimball Ave Union to Downtown Salem

Twelve O'Clock 

Knob Rd Riverside Dr Smythe Rd Twelve Oclock Knob Salem

Mill Ln Carolyn Rd Main St

Mill Ln to 

Neighborhood Salem
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Location From To Connects to Notes Jurisdiction Audit date

Diuguids Ln & 

Main St & Keesling Clover St Riverside Dr

Keesling to Roanoke 

River Salem

Wildwood Rd Main St

Havens 

Wildlife 

Manageme

nt Area

Wildwood Rd to 

Havens WMA

Salem/Roanok

e County

Thompson 

Memorial Dr I-81

Kessler Mill 

Rd

Hanging Rock to 

Park and Ride and 

Gish Branch

Roanoke 

County

Timberview Rd

Dutch Oven 

Rd

Carvins 

Cove Fire 

Road

Timberview to 

Carvins Cove

Roanoke 

County

Loch Haven Dr & 

Angel Ln

Dutch Oven 

Rd

Plantation 

Rd Loch Haven Dr

Roanoke 

County

Sunset Ave & 

Island Green Rd & 

Ashley Way Roanoke Rd Lee Hwy Sunset Blvd Botetourt

Blacksburg Rd & 

West Main St & 

Blue Ridge 

Turnpike Herndon St

South 

Hancock St

Blacksburg Rd to 

Fincastle

This describes the section in Fincastle. The full 

route extends from Catawba Rd to Fincastle 

and east of the MPO boundaries Botetourt

Washington Ave Glade Creek

Mountain 

View Rd

Glade Creek Gwy to 

Mt View Rd via 

Washington Vinton

Washington Ave

Mountain 

View Rd Wolf Creek

Mt View Rd to Wolf 

Ck via Washington Vinton

Mountain View Rd

Washington 

Ave Olney Rd Mountain View Road Vinton

Meadows Rd

Mountain 

View Rd Wolf Creek

Meadow Rd to Wolf 

Ck spur Vinton
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Location From To Connects to Notes Jurisdiction Audit date

Walnut Ave 5th St Jackson Ave

Walnut Ave to 

Downtown Vinton

Lee St Jackson Ave Pollard St

Jackson to Pollard 

via Lee Vinton

Pollard St Virginia Ave

Washington 

Ave

Virginia Ave to 

Washington via 

Pollard Vinton

Jackson & 

Cleveland Walnut Ave

East end of 

Cleveland

Jackson Ave to 

Cleveland Vinton

Bedford Rd

Cleveland 

Ave Hardy Rd

Cleveland to Hardy 

via Bedford Vinton

Virginia Ave Glade Creek Nelson St

Virginia/Hardy 

improvements Vinton

ByPass Rd Hardy Rd

Washington 

Ave

Hardy Rd to 

Washington via 

ByPass Vinton

3rd St Virginia Ave Niagara Rd

Glade Town Trail to 

Niagara Rd via 3rd St Vinton

Pollard St Virginia Ave Franklin Ave

Virginia Ave to Glade 

Town Trail via S 

Pollard Vinton

Niagara Rd Hardy Rd

Lauderdale 

Ave

Gladetown Gwy to 

Hardy Rd Vinton

Niagara Rd Lauderdale Wolf Creek

Gladetown Gwy to 

Wolf Creek Gwy Vinton

Clearview Rd & 

Lauderdale Rd Hardy Rd Niagara Rd

Hardy Rd to Niagara 

Rd via Clearview Vinton

Hardy Rd

Wolf Creek 

Gwy

Blue Ridge 

Pkwy

Virginia/Hardy 

improvements Vinton
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Location From To Connects to Notes Jurisdiction Audit date

Cardinal Park Dr Hardy Rd

Vinton Bus 

Center 

Trails

Cardinal Pk Dr to 

Vinton Bus Center 

Trails Vinton
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BIKE AUDIT 

• Conduct the audit during peak traffic if possible.  

• Complete the form the best you can.  

• Use the colored markers provided and make a mark by each question in the color you used on 

the map for that question. If you don’t have enough colors, use dotted lines. 

Date: _____________________________ Time: __________________ Lighting: ____________________ 

Name: _____________________ Weather: _________________________________________________ 

1. Overall, how comfortable did you feel traveling on this route? 

 Very comfortable 

 Somewhat comfortable 

 Neutral 

 Somewhat uncomfortable 

 Very uncomfortable 

2. Did you bike on the street or sidewalk?  Street   Sidewalk  

Mark on the map where you biked. 

3. Is a bike lane present? 

 Yes: Is there a bike lane on both sides?  Yes  No (mark missing bike lanes on the map) 

 Does the bike lane feel wide enough?   Yes  No 

 Does the bike lane include the seam of the gutter pan?   Yes  No 

 Are there bike route signs or sharrows?  Bike route signs   Sharrows   No 

 No: Is a bike facility needed for improved safety or comfort?  

  Yes (mark on the map where a bike facility would improve safety or comfort) 

  Bike lane  Shared use path  Sharrow  Other _______________ 

  No 

4. Is there rough or loose pavement?   Yes  No (Mark rough or loose surfaces on the map) 

5. What is nearby that would generate bicycle trips? _________________________________________ 

6. Mark on the map where signs are needed to direct a bicyclist to the Greenway. 

7. Are street name signs present and legible while bicycling?    Yes   No (mark on map) 
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BIKE AUDIT 

8. Is it clear how to proceed through intersections? 

 No (mark confusing intersections) 

 Yes : Were you comfortable in intersections?  Yes  No 

 Answer the following for each intersection. 

 Intersection: _______________________________________________________________ 

 Is it stop-controlled (stop signs or signal)?  Yes  No 

 How long did you have to wait for your turn? _________________________ 

 Intersection: _______________________________________________________________ 

 Is it stop-controlled (stop signs or signal)?  Yes  No 

 How long did you have to wait for your turn? _________________________ 

 Intersection: _______________________________________________________________ 

 Is it stop-controlled (stop signs or signal)?  Yes  No 

 How long did you have to wait for your turn? _________________________ 

9. On the map, mark any locations where you felt uncomfortable or noticed a potential problem. 

Describe the issues you identified. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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BIKE AUDIT 
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WALK/DISABILITY AUDIT 

• Conduct the audit during peak traffic if possible.  

• Complete the form the best you can.  

• Use the colored markers provided and make a mark by each question in the color or symbol you 

used on the map for that question.  

Date: _____________________________ Time: __________________ Lighting: ____________________ 

Name: _____________________ Weather: _________________________________________________ 

1. How did you travel through this route?   Walk   Mobility aid ___________________________ 

2. Overall, how comfortable did you feel traveling on this route? 

 Very comfortable 

 Somewhat comfortable 

 Neutral 

 Somewhat uncomfortable 

 Very uncomfortable 

3. Did you notice any problems for a person: 

 Walking 

 Using a mobility aid, such as a wheelchair, walker, or crutches 

 Has low vision 

 Has no vision (blind) 

4. Is a sidewalk present? 

  Yes: Is the sidewalk complete?   Yes   No (mark sidewalk gaps on the map) 

 Is the sidewalk in good condition?    Yes   No (mark poor condition sidewalks on the map) 

 Is there sidewalk on both sides?   Yes   No (mark missing sidewalk on the map) 

 How wide is the sidewalk at its narrowest? __________________________ 

 Are there any objects (utility poles, trash cans, etc.) that could impede a person in a wheelchair? 

    Yes (mark location on map)   No 

  No: Is a sidewalk needed for better safety or a more comfortable walking environment? 

   Yes (mark on the map where a sidewalk would improve safety or comfort)   No 

5. Do all legs of all intersections have curb ramps? 

  Yes: Are curb ramps smooth?   Yes   No (mark curb ramps with >1 inch lip) 

  No: Mark missing curb ramps on the map 

6. What destinations does this connector connect? __________________________________________ 

7. What is nearby that would generate pedestrian trips? ______________________________________ 
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WALK/DISABILITY AUDIT 

8. Mark on the map where signs are needed to direct a pedestrian to the Greenway. 

9. Are street name signs present and legible?    Yes   No (mark on map) 

10. Do you have to cross the street to get from one destination to the other? 

 No 

  Yes: Do the street crossings have marked crosswalks? 

  No (mark missing crosswalks) 

  Yes:  Are the markings visible to someone with low vision?   Yes  No 

  Are there curb ramps at crosswalks?     Yes  No 

  Are there raised bump tactile surfaces on curb ramps?  Yes  No 

 Answer the following for each street crossing. 

 Crossing location: _______________________________________________________________ 

 How long did you have to wait for a gap in traffic to safely cross? _________________________ 

 Count how many steps you took to cross the street: ____________________________________ 

 Crossing location: _______________________________________________________________ 

 How long did you have to wait for a gap in traffic to safely cross? _________________________ 

 Count how many steps you took to cross the street: ____________________________________ 

 Crossing location: _______________________________________________________________ 

 How long did you have to wait for a gap in traffic to safely cross? _________________________ 

 Count how many steps you took to cross the street: ____________________________________ 

11. Mark locations of parked cars on the map. 

12. Mark street light locations on the map.  

13. On the map, mark any locations you felt uncomfortable or noticed a potential problem for other 

road users. Describe the issues you identified. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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WALK/DISABILITY AUDIT 
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BIKE/WALK/DISABILITY AUDIT 
 

Date: 08 October 2018 

Time: 5:00 pm – 6:00 pm 

Lighting: Sunny 

Weather: Sunny, warm 

Auditor Mode 

Tiffany Lee Wheelchair 

Michelle Via Walk with cane – Vision Impaired 

Rachel Ruhlen Accompanied Michelle 

Jim Lee Walk 

Kristine McCormick Bike 

Kenny Wingfield Walker with wheels 

Ben Bristoll Walk 

 

Route: Roanoke Academy of Math and Science on Andrews Rd. From the parking lot, turned right on 

Andrews Rd. Crossed to the north side of Andrews Rd at 19th St. Crossed 19th St and continued east on 

Andrews Rd. Turned north on Norris Dr. Turned around at the Lick Run Greenway and reversed the 

route. Distance 0.4 miles each way. 

Kristine McCormick biked the route on the street. Everyone else used the sidewalk as far as 19th St. 

At 19th St, we crossed from the south side of Andrews Rd to the north side of the street. Then we 

crossed 19th St on Andrews Rd. 

On Andrews Rd, we walked in the street because there is no sidewalk on Andrews Rd from 19th St to 

Norris Dr.  

Kenny turned around when we reached Norris Dr because of the steepness of Norris Dr.  

At Norris Dr, Tiffany used the sidewalk on the east side of the street because it had a nice curb ramp and 

the west sidewalk had steep sharp curb. However, the east sidewalk intersects with Mayo Dr and 16th St, 

and does not have curb ramps at those intersections. She left the sidewalk and wheeled in the street. 

She stopped at 1615 Norris Dr to avoid wear and tear on her wheelchair from debris in the road.  

Michelle and Rachel walked north on the west sidewalk of Norris Dr, then when they turned around 

walked south on the east sidewalk of Norris Dr. Ben and Jim did the opposite. 

Trip generators: School, park, bus stop on 19th at Andrews, bus stop on Andrews at Florida Ave, Lick Run 

Greenway, Valley View Mall 

Pavement condition: The storm drain on the sidewalk in front of the school on Andrews Rd is > 1 inch 

higher than the rest of the sidewalk. After the sidewalk ends, Andrews Rd is paved in good condition. 

The sidewalk on Norris Dr is in good condition. There are a couple places with >1 inch offset. The 

transition from the cul-de-sac to the bridge had some mud that was a problem for the bikes, the cane, 

and would be a problem for mobility aids with wheels (wheelchair & wheeled walker, neither of which 

attempted it). The gravel path to the bridge is not passable for a wheelchair or wheeled walker. 
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BIKE/WALK/DISABILITY AUDIT 
 

Obstacles: Andrews Rd was clear, other than a parked semitruck. On Norris Dr: Debris from trees. 

Parked car in a driveway encroached on the sidewalk. Trash can partly obstructed the sidewalk. The 

west sidewalk had many driveway transitions with significant lips, but we did not have a level to 

measure the angles. 

Traffic:  Very fast on Andrews Rd. Because it was a government holiday, there may have been less traffic 

than usual. It took at least 2 minutes to wait for a gap that the entire group could cross safely. (On the 

return trip, closer to 6 pm, we did not wait as long for a gap in traffic.) There was more traffic than we 

expected on a dead-end street on Norris Dr. There were several children playing on the east sidewalk of 

Norris Dr. 

Crosswalks: Striped crosswalks on all legs of Andrews Rd and 19th St. 

Curb ramps: The sidewalk on Andrews Rd in front of the school has a curb ramp to cross 19th St. There is 

a curb ramp on the east Norris Dr sidewalk at Andrews Rd. Michelle and Tiffany commented that the 

tactile bumps were strangely angled, difficult to line up Tiffany’s wheelchair and Michelle had difficulty 

understand which direction she should be heading to exit the curb ramp. There is a curb ramp at the end 

of the Norris Dr sidewalk to the cul-de-sac, that is rough asphalt and surrounded by debris. 

Vision impairment: The bridge has a lip at the edges on both the north and south ends that a cane could 

detect. The bridge has rails on the sides.  

Signs: There are no signs directing people to the Greenway. Michelle commented on the general lack of 

signs of any sort which vision-impaired people can use as cues. 

Parking: A semi-truck was parked on Andrews Rd east of 19th St. There were parked cars on both sides of 

Norris Dr, with more cars on the west side of Norris Dr. 

Distances: Andrews Rd took 12 steps to cross. The sidewalk on Norris Dr was 5 feet at its narrowest 

(measured by a measuring wheel).  

Bike & Walk Recommendations: Protected multiuse path on the north side of Andrews Rd. Rapid 

Rectangular Flashing Beacons on Andrews Rd at 19th St. Signs directing people to the Greenway. 

Smoother transition from Norris Dr cul-de-sac to bridge to Lick Run Greenway.  

Disability Recommendations: Install curb ramp on the north side of Norris Dr at Andrews Rd, and on 

Norris Dr at Mayo St and 16th St. Grind down uneven sidewalks on Andrews Rd and Norris Dr. (This 

location may not be a high priority for disability accommodations.) 

22
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Roanoke, Virginia 24016 

 P: 540.343.4417 / F: 540.343.4416    
rvtpo.org 

 

 

 

 

 

STAFF REPORT 

Regional Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting  

November 8, 2018 

SUBJ: Bicycle & Pedestrian Count Program 

 
The RVTPO on-road bicycle and pedestrian (bike/ped) count program is a manual count program that is 
part of the National Bicycle & Pedestrian Documentation Project (NBPD) and has been conducted in 
Roanoke since 2012. The limitations of manual counts (scarce and unreliable data) led staff to review the 
program and research other bike/ped count technology (report here). Locality staff expressed a desire for 
more useful data than what we have been able to get from manual counts.  
 
One provider that staff researched was Eco-Counter. VDOT approached RVTPO about maintaining two 
permanent Eco-Counters in the City of Roanoke. VDOT proposes to purchase and install the counters, if 
local staff (RVARC and/or the City of Roanoke) will monitor the counts and inspect the counters as 
needed. VDOT will share the data from the counters. Furthermore, VDOT has purchased four mobile 
counters and has indicated that one of these could be made available to the Roanoke Valley.  
 
While the two permanent counters will be in the City of Roanoke, the mobile counter can be placed 
temporarily in any locality. In conjunction with permanent counts nearby (not necessarily in the same 
jurisdiction), data from temporary counters is more robust, reliable, and consistent than data from 
temporary counters alone. 
 
VDOT will operate the pilot program through the Research Council for one year, after which VDOT 
Central Office may take it over for up to five years. Advantages of partnering with VDOT include one to 
five years of data as well as gaining experience with the technology and operation of the program. The 
cost to RVTPO would be minimal and would include staff time. 
 
Action: Recognizing the importance of long-term, on-road bicycle and pedestrian counts, recommend to 

the TTC that RVTPO and staff: 
1. partner with VDOT to maintain permanent counters, 
2. partner with VDOT to operate and maintain a mobile counter, 
3. continue to pursue an ongoing bicycle & pedestrian count program. 
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