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AGENDA 

Regional Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee  

March 29, 2019 
4:00 pm – 6:00 pm 

Upstairs conference room, 313 Luck Ave SW, Roanoke VA 
 

1. Approval of January 4 minutes (p 2-4) 

2. Announcements 

• E-scooter update 

• Legislative update 

• 5 terms expire: Lisa Cooper, Vickie Browning, Colie Touzel, Michelle Via, Kristine 
McCormick. Now accepting applications here. Please help recruit applicants! 

3. Discuss future meeting dates 

4. Bike/Ped Count (p 5) 

5. Locality Chat with Vinton 

6. Chat with RIDE Solutions 

7. Committee members report on Jan 14, Feb 7, Feb 19, Mar 12 Bike/Walk/Disability Audits (p 
6-13) 

8. Discuss May workshop / field trip 

9. Wrap-up 

 
 
Committee information, dates, links, and attachments are on the committee web page. Please note 
this is where you can find dates and times of upcoming meetings! 
 
The last time we meet this year is for the half-day Field Trip / Workshop on Thursday, May 30, 
2019, 1:00 – 5:00 pm. 

http://www.rvarc.org/transportation/
https://goo.gl/forms/H8bHBV7bJwgw6nY03
http://rvarc.org/transportation/bicycle-pedestrian-greenways/bicycle-advisory-committee/


MINUTES 

Regional Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee  

2:00 pm January 4, 2019 
313 Luck Ave SW, upstairs conference room 

 
Members present 
Erik Olsen, Montgomery County 
Anita McMillan, Vinton 
Wayne Wilcox, Roanoke County 
Robert Robillard, North Cross Elementary 
Colie Touzel, Virginia Tech 
Kristine McCormick, Roanoke IMBA 
Greg Walter, Greenway Commission 
Jeremy Holmes, RIDE Solutions 
Andrea Garland, Roanoke City 
Jessica Preston, Salem 
Lisa Wever, Fallon Park Elementary 
Michelle Via, RAVE 
David Radcliffe, Botetourt County 
Pete Peters, Vinton 

Michael Gray, VDOT 
 

Members absent 
Jim Lee, community volunteer 
Garrett Brumfield, Overcome Yours 
Vickie Browning, AARP 
Lisa Cooper, Franklin County 
 
Staff present 
Rachel Ruhlen, RVARC 
Amanda McGee, RVARC 
 
Others 
Steve Hankey, Virginia Tech 
Ben Tripp, Salem 

 
 
Colie Touzel called the meeting to order at 2:04 pm. 
 
1. Approval of October 30, 2018 minutes 
Motion by Wayne Wilcox that the minutes be approved as amended, seconded by Greg 
Walter. Motion passed. 
 
2. Announcements 

• The Dec 10 bike audit of Grandin Rd was rescheduled due to snow for Jan 14 at 
2:45 pm. Rachel Ruhlen asked for 2-3 volunteers. She will be in touch with those 
who raised their hands. 

• The Roanoke Valley-Alleghany Regional Commission is proud to announce that it 
was designated a Bronze Level Bicycle Friendly Business in its renewal application. 
This is the second time it has received bronze. 

• Kristine McCormick serves on the State Trails Advisory Committee created by the 
General Assembly two years ago. Noting that their recommendations were being 
ignored, the committee created the Virginia Trail Alliance. She encourages anyone 
who has anything to do with trails or trail use – including Greenways – to join. This 
group will receive action alerts and updates and information about the 
recommendations from the State Trails Advisory Committee and can take action to 
see the recommendations become changes. Visit http://www.virginiatrails.org/. 

 
3. Locality Chat with Salem 
Ben Tripp, Salem planner, presented information about the Salem Downtown Plan. Adopted 
in 2016, the plan had more citizen input than any previous effort in Salem. The estimated 
cost is $10 million, of which $8 million has been allocated, and it will take about 5 years to 

2

http://www.rvarc.org/transportation/
http://www.virginiatrails.org/
https://salemva.gov/Portals/0/Salem_Documents/Departments/Community-Development/docs/Planning/info/DowntownPlanAdvisoryCommittee-12-16-2015.pdf


implement. Improvements will make the downtown more appealing and friendlier for 
pedestrians and generate economic development. 
Staff from other localities were interested in the bollards, how buses might handle the 
narrow streets (they don’t), parking meters (none), and changes in number on-street 
parking spaces (no changes). There will be plenty of bicycle racks in downtown Salem. 
Jeremy Holmes reported that the Zagster expansion into Salem will probably launch in April. 
 
4. Bike/Ped Count Research at Virginia Tech 
Steve Hankey presented the results of an 18-month research project on bike/ped counts.  
The counts were used to prioritize infrastructure improvements and verify bikeshare station 
locations. Committee members remarked that other outcomes of bike/ped counts are to 
justify grants and monitor changes over time. Ben Tripp noted that the greenway counts 
were critical in getting support for greenways by showing city council members and others 
how many people were using the greenways. Jeremy Holmes commented that the current 
census data on mode split is insufficient, even though it is used a lot, and that counters 
could give better data. 
 
Seasonal variation was stable across the reference counters. Otherwise the reference 
counters need to split between factor groups, such as recreational and utilitarian. Dr. 
Hankey has over twenty counters, pneumatic, infrared, and radio beam, which took over 
240 hours of manual counts to calibrate (approximately 10 hours per counter). With the 
permanent counters as reference counters, one week of counts was good enough for 
reliable data from the temporary counters. After the research project ended, one permanent 
counter on the trail is still in place. Michael Gray mentioned that VDOT counts vehicles on 
all roads once every 3 years and only has a small number of reference counters for that 
program. 
 
Dr. Hankey still has the counters from the research project. He is interested in partnering 
with the region to research bike/ped counts in the Roanoke Valley. Anita McMillan 
commented that Virginia Tech will need justification that for the research.  

 
5. Committee members report on Dec 3, Dec 10, and Dec 19 Bike/Walk/Disability 
Audits 
The Dec 3 audit was Ferncliff Ave in front of William Fleming High School, from Routt Rd to 
Hershberger Rd. Andrea Garland said that as a result of the audit, Ferncliff is a candidate 
for getting bike lanes this year. The audit noted that the pedestrian button at Hershberger 
isn’t working and when she followed up it was determined that it would be very difficult to fix, 
but the Gridsmart Traffic Camera mounted on the signal mast could be modified to detect 
pedestrians and call the pedestrian button. The audit had noted improvements needed to 
the Hershberger intersection; this would cost up to $150,000 and could be submitted to the 
Highway Safety Improvement Program for funding. An immediate consequence of the audit 
was that Andrea requested street sweeping to clean debris from the sidewalk. 
 
The Dec 10 audit of Grandin Rd was postponed due to snow. 
 
The Dec 19 audit was Washington Ave from Pollard St to Blair St (for walkers) and Glade 
Creek to Bypass Rd (for bicyclists). Greg Walter noted that the cross slopes at drives were 
very difficult for the wheelchair. Anita McMillan remarked that parked vehicles encroached 
on sidewalks because there is no delineation between parking lot and sidewalk. Sidewalks 
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around drainage inlets had shifted so there was a significant bump. The broken pushbutton 
pedestrian signal at Pollard St will be upgraded as part of the grant Vinton just received. 
For future audits that are in Roanoke or Botetourt Counties, Michael Gray mentioned that 
VDOT personnel should be involved as VDOT is responsible for county roads. Lisa Wever 
asked if the committee could submit locations to be audited, particularly Ogden Rd. Rachel 
Ruhlen answered that the on-road neighborhood connections to Greenways are first 
because the list is already compiled, but there will be more, and Andrea Garland has 
requested a disability audit of downtown streets in advance of repaving. As these are 
wrapped up, the committee will need to prioritize, with localities & VDOT, audits for the 
hundreds of locations listed in the Pedestrian Vision Plan. 
 
6. Updates 
Individual committee members updated the committee on items of interest. 
Andrea Garland – The state set aside $8 million of the Highway Safety Improvement 
Program funds this year for shovel-ready pedestrian projects. The City received almost $1 
million of that. Williamson Rd at Preston Ave, Truman Ave, and Compton St will have 
pedestrian signals and ADA ramp upgrades. Downtown, 14 intersections that have traffic 
signals will receive upgraded pedestrian countdown signals. One of these will have push 
buttons while the others will have the pedestrian phase integrated as part of the cycle. She 
noted that the intersection of Franklin and Elm had become a priority as a result of feedback 
from groups like Old SW and RAVE. 
Anita McMillan – Vinton also received funding through the same program for pedestrian 
improvements at Washington Ave & Pollard St and Hardy Rd & Vinyard St. 
Amanda McGee – The Rural Bikeway Plan update has begun. There is no further update 
yet on the Valley-to-Valley trail. 
Jeremy Holmes – As Zagster bikeshare approaches its 2-year anniversary, they are 
reassessing station performance. The three stations with the lowest use have the highest 
vandalism and will need to be moved: Goodwill, Brown-Robertson, and Fallon Park. Lisa 
Wever asked how people without banks use the system, and Jeremy replied that RIDE 
Solutions is negotiating with Zagster on that. Erik Olsen commented that the $10 cash pass 
option has not yet been used in Blacksburg. 
Erik Olsen – Blacksburg bikeshare is coming up on 1 year old and they are most likely 
going to renew their contract with the current vender. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:08 pm. 
 
The next meeting will be March 29, 2019, 4:00 – 6:00 pm. 
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STAFF REPORT 

Regional Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting  

March 29, 2019 

SUBJ: Bicycle & Pedestrian Count Program 

 
The RVTPO has conducted an on-road bicycle and pedestrian (bike/ped) count program, a manual count 
program that is part of the National Bicycle & Pedestrian Documentation Project (NBPD), since 2012. 
The limitations of manual counts (scarce and unreliable data) led staff to review the program and 
research other bike/ped count technology (report here). Locality staff expressed a desire for more useful 
data than what we have been able to get from manual counts. 
 
In 2015, VDOT installed Eco-Counter loop detectors in the bike lanes and on the greenway near 
Memorial Ave bridge. The VDOT Research Council pursued a partnership with the City of Roanoke to 
install permanent Eco-Counters for pedestrian and bicycle traffic in additional locations, but were unable 
to agree on a Memorandum of Understanding. The Memorial Ave bridge counters are still operational 
and are unaffected by the lack of agreement. 
 
Staff researched bike/ped count technology and presented three options for the on-road bike/ped count 
program: 

Option 1. No changes (continue or resume manual count program) 
Option 2. Infrared and magnetic TRAFx counters (i.e., expand the greenway count program to on-

road) 
Option 3. A new system, such as Eco-Counter. 

 
Eco-Counter and other systems have advantages over TRAFx, but with a substantially higher cost. A 
partnership with VDOT made that option possible because VDOT would have assumed the equipment 
and service costs. 
 
On October 30, 2018, The Regional Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee recommended that 
RVTPO: 

1. Partner with VDOT to maintain permanent counters,  
2. Partner with VDOT to operate and maintain a mobile counter, and  
3. Continue to pursue an ongoing bicycle & pedestrian count program.  

 
Because VDOT has withdrawn their offer, recommendations #1 and #2 are no longer relevant. RVTPO 
can still pursue an ongoing bicycle & pedestrian count program (#3), but a new system (Option 3, Eco-
Counters) is cost-prohibitive.  
 
Staff are investigating partnering with Virginia Tech to provide research experience for VT students 
and/or expanding the TRAFx counters from greenways to on-road locations. 
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BIKE/WALK AUDIT: Grandin 
 

1 
 

Date: 14 January 2019 

Time: 2:45 pm – 3:30 pm 

Lighting: Overcast 

Weather: Overcast, cool, 35°F, residual snow 

Auditor Mode 

Erik Olsen Bike 

Wayne Wilcox Walk 

Lisa Wever Bike 

Rachel Ruhlen Bike 

Robert Robillard Familiar with biking & walking the segment 

Andrea Garland Bike 

 

This segment of Grandin Rd connects the Murray Run Greenway to the Mud Lick Creek. The Mudlick 

Creek Greenway is a Category 4 route in the Greenway Plan, to be addressed “as opportunity or 

resources arise”, with no land or funding resources identified yet. This segment of Grandin Rd was 

repaved in 2018 and therefore might not be eligible for bike lanes until after 2028. Therefore, it may be 

premature to examine this route for greenway connectivity or potential improvements. 

This audit was for biking and walking. The walker also checked for issues that could be a challenge for a 

person with a disability. 

Route: Bicycle – Grandin Rd from Avenel Ave to Dover Dr. Returned via Grandin Rd, left on Beverly Blvd, 

right on Westhampton Ave, left on Grandin Rd, to Avenel Ave. Westhampton Ave briefly parallels 

Grandin Rd and has no traffic and is flatter. It is convenient for westbound bicyclists who can make a 

right turn on and off Westhampton and may be appealing to eastbound bicyclists if traffic doesn’t make 

left turns difficult. 

Walk – south sidewalk from Avenel Ave to where the sidewalk ends near Carlton Rd, north sidewalk 

from same location back to Avenel Ave. 

Trip generators: High school, library, park, Murray Run Greenway, churches, bus stops, a few shops 

Pavement condition: Road is recently paved and in good condition. Sidewalks have debris, vegetation, 

broken pavement, lips around storm inlets and drains that have sunk or risen. 

Traffic: Traffic was moderate at the time of the audit. It may be heavier at peak travel. 

Sidewalks: The sidewalk is five feet wide but the usable sidewalk is as narrow as two feet in places due 

to debris and vegetation and in some places is completely obscured by mud. There are rough patches of 

broken sidewalk and panels that have risen or sunk and are offset >1/4 inch. 

Crosswalks: Crossing at Avenel is well marked on one leg only. The other legs are unmarked. 

Curb ramps: Curb ramps are smooth. New curb ramps that are sloped radially only have the detectible 

warnings in one patch and according to the latest guidance should be continuous. 
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Parking: The parking lane may be underutilized. West of Guilford 

Ave SW, on the north side of Grandin Rd, there is evidence that 

cars park with one wheel on the sidewalk or the verge.  

Signs: The wayfinding signage from both directions for Murray Run 

Greenway is good. A better sign near the tennis courts could help 

identify the Murray Run Greenway. 

Other: The edge line looks and feels like a bike lane, although it is 

too narrow to count as a true bike lane. The parking lane appears 

to be a bike lane until encountering a parked car. This impression is 

true for both bicyclists and drivers, and drivers may expect 

bicyclists to be in the perceived bike lane, even though there isn’t 

one. 

The Murray Run Greenway is designed to be accessed from the 

parking lot. The alley to the parking lot is in terrible condition for 

someone trying to walk or bike. 

Recommendations 

Provide better access to Murray Run Greenway for people arriving 

by any means other than a car. For example, extending the Murray 

Run Greenway to the street or improving the alley on the west end 

of Shrine Hill Park (AllSports Café) would provide better access. 

When the Mudlick Creek Greenway is built, use signage to direct 

bicyclists to use Westhampton Ave as it briefly parallels Grandin Rd. 

Some accommodation for pedestrians will be needed from the end 

of the existing sidewalk to the Mudlick Creek Greenway. 

Biking: Signage alerting drivers to expect bicyclists. “Bikes May Use 

Full Lane” signs preferred. At the next repaving opportunity, seek 

public input on removing street parking and striping bike lanes. 

Disability: Remove debris 

and vegetation from 

sidewalks. Repair broken 

sidewalk pavement. Grind 

down or repair pavement 

that is offset >1/4 inch. 

  

 

 

Wayfinding sign 

 

Muddy tracks from vehicles that 

parked with one side on the verge 

 

Detectible warning should go all 

the way around the curve 

 

Cracked sidewalk pavement like 

this is common on this segment of 

road 

 

Debris and raised lip of storm 

inlet pose obstacles for 

wheelchairs 
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Date: 7 February 2019 

Time: 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Lighting: Overcast 

Weather: Overcast, warm 

Auditor Mode 

Tim Pohlad-Thomas Walk 

Andrea Garland Walk 

Rachel Ruhlen Walk 

Garrett Brumfield Power scooter 

Tiffany Lee Wheelchair 

Aishwarya Borate Walk 

Ben Tripp Walk 

 

The Greenway Plan identifies Main St as a neighborhood 

connection to proposed extensions of Hanging Rock / Mason 

Mill Greenways. More significant currently is the Salem 

Downtown Plan, which will begin construction soon. Because 

the existing sidewalk and crosswalks will be entirely 

reconstructed, this audit focused on the planned improvements.  

Main St has low traffic speeds and there are no plans for bicycle 

accommodations beyond bike racks. Therefore, there was no 

bike audit. 

Route: North side of Main St from Lewis Ave to College Ave, 

south side of Main St from College Ave to Corbin’s Confections 

(near Library). 

Trip generators: Many destinations downtown, including library 

and farmer’s market 

Pavement condition: The pavement is in reasonable condition, 

and it is assumed that after construction it will be in excellent 

condition. There are minor pavement issues west of Academy 

(the western limit of the Downtown Plan) that could be 

addressed to improve access for people with disabilities, where 

pavement offsets are greater than ¼ inch. Where curb ramps 

meet the street can be particularly bumpy.  

Traffic: Traffic was moderate at the time of the audit. It may be 

heavier at peak travel. 

Sidewalks: The sidewalk is comfortably wide. Auditors discussed the importance of ensuring that 4 feet 

of sidewalk space is protected from encroachment by street furniture with fencing or different colors or 

 

Figure 1. Reviewing the Downtown Plan before 
the walk and disability audit 

 

 

Figure 2. Uneven surfaces challenge people with 
disabilities and are common at the interface of 
curb ramps and street 

 

 

Figure 3. As the Downtown Plan is implemented, 
care should be taken to protect the 4-foot 
walkway from encroachment by street furniture 
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patterns of pavement. The Allstate office building on the northeast corner of Main and Academy has a 

parking lot that is continuous with the sidewalk. The parking lot is very short and vehicles encroach on 

the sidewalk, which is not delineated from the parking lot. 

Crosswalks: Midblock crosswalks are extremely well respected by 

motorists. Crosswalks should be better aligned with curb ramps. 

Any new pedestrian signals will be audible. 

Cross elevations: Building entrances are not at the same level as the 

sidewalk. Auditors viewed examples of buildings with entry steps 

that are not accessible to wheelchairs and examples of sidewalk 

ramped up to be even with the entrance of the building. These 

ramps provide wheelchair access to the building but can cause 

steep slopes that are difficult to navigate. 

Entryways: Several entrances 

are up a step from the street. 

The entrance to #160 – 172 E 

Main St (next to Allsports Café) 

has a doorbell, but the button 

cannot be reached without 

stepping up. Multiple entrances 

had a narrow entry way with a deep-set door that opens outward. 

This set-up is inaccessible to a person in a wheelchair. 

Recommendations 

Auditors were impressed with the Downtown Plan and felt that City 

Planner Ben Tripp has a good understanding of the needs of pedestrians and people with disabilities. 

The historic nature of the current downtown, with buildings from the early 1800’s, is very walkable, and 

the Downtown Plan contains many elements to make walking safer, more comfortable, and more 

convenient. 

That same historic nature is not accommodating of people with disabilities. The Downtown Plan is an 

excellent opportunity to improve accessibility for people with disabilities.  

The greatest issues for people with disabilities after the Downtown Plan is implemented will be private 

property, such as the short parking lot that forces vehicles to encroach on the sidewalk and access 

where entryways have a step or other issue. Consider working with a disability advocacy group such as 

Blue Ridge Independent Living Center to investigate solutions for managing these issues while retaining 

the historic nature of the buildings. 

While the Downtown Plan is being implemented, consider grinding down offsets in the sidewalk or the 

interface of the curb ramp and street to less than ¼ inch, especially on segments that do not yet have 

allocated funding. 

On-street parking has traffic calming properties and is being retained in the Downtown Plan. Unrelated 

to pedestrian access, consider reserving an on-street parking space per block for disability-only parking. 

 

Figure 4. Audible pedestrian signals 
are standard practice and make the 
street usable for people who are 
visually impaired. 

  

Figure 5. The sidewalk has been 
ramped up to the entrance, so that 
the entrance is accessible, but this 
can result in a steep cross slope 
difficult to navigate. 
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Date: 19 February 2019 

Time: 1:30 pm – 3:00 pm 

Lighting: Partly cloudy 

Weather: Cool to cold 

Auditor Mode 

Garrett Brumfield Power scooter 

Tiffany Lee Wheelchair 

Wendy Munderville Vision impaired with guide dog 

Andrea Garland Walk 

Rachel Ruhlen Walk 

Ian Coffey Walk 

James Nuckles City Engineer 

Eric Patton Concrete inspector 

 

Jefferson St is on the repaving scheduled from the library to Norfolk Ave. The intersection of Jefferson 

and Bullitt was awarded Pedestrian Safety Action Plan funding. These opportunities prompted this 

disability audit which focused on intersections. 

Route: From the library, crossed three legs of the intersection of Jefferson and Bullitt, then crossed 

Bullitt again and proceeded north on the west side of Jefferson. At Kirk, crossed to the east side of 

Jefferson and continued north. At Campbell, crossed back to the west side of Jefferson, crossed to the 

north side of Campbell, then turned around and came back to the library staying on the west side of 

Jefferson. 

Pavement condition: Near Heironimus, there was a bump where the sidewalk panels are uneven. 

Otherwise pavement on the sidewalks was reasonably smooth. The pavement condition on curb ramps 

and particularly where curb ramps meet asphalt was very rough. 

Obstacles: The sidewalk is comfortably wide. Auditors 

discussed the importance of ensuring that 4 feet of sidewalk 

space is protected from encroachment by street furniture. 

Since the sidewalk itself is not being repaved, this must be 

accomplished through education of businesses and 

enforcement. Auditors found a DRI planter that was offset 

slightly from the other planters at a point that coincided 

with the  retractable belt barrier at the entrance of 

Bernard’s Gastropub & Eatery (303 S Jefferson St) to create 

a pinch point.  

Another issue encountered was a work zone encountered at 

the Roanoke Regional Chamber. The work zone consisted of yellow “Caution” tape tied to traffic cones, 

signs, and posts to blockade the sidewalk. This was an improperly marked work zone that did not have 

warning signs and could not be detected by a vision impaired pedestrian.  

 

Figure 1. Obstacles create a tight passage 
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Crosswalks: Wendy commented that some cities have tactile surfaces at the edges of angled crosswalks 

that can be detected with a cane. She also discussed her preference for lining up the tactile surface at 

the curb ramp with the crosswalk. 

Cross elevations: Several curb ramps have steep cross slopes. 

Jefferson and Bullitt: This intersection has PSAP funding. Andrea explained the issues, constraints, and 

proposed improvements. The pole that will have the audible signal on the southeast corner of the 

intersection may be too far back. Putting a post in the ideal position will require additional conduit and 

exceeds the available funding. Solutions discussed included turning up the volume or hanging the 

audible signal from a second mast so it will be closer to the pedestrian.  

On the southwest corner, facing north, there is a lip and cross slope that was a problem for the 

wheelchairs. 

 

Other intersections do not have funding for dramatic 

improvements but the repaving project is an opportunity to 

fix some issues. Existing stormwater and utilities placement is 

a major constraint for improving disability access: stormwater 

inlets, grates, and manhole covers, fire hydrants, and utility 

poles clutter the walkway as it approaches intersections. 

Jefferson and Luck: Flatten out this intersection on the east 

side, crossing Luck. 

Jefferson and Kirk: There are no street signs identifying Kirk Ave. The curb has a steep ramp. 

Jefferson and Campbell: There is a bad bump on the southwest curb ramp. Ideally, the four diagonal 

curb ramps would be replaced with eight curb ramps aligned with the direction of travel. 

Recommendations:  

Using the repaving schedule as an opportunity to improve curb ramps and crossings beyond the 

minimum required is commendable. For wheelchair accessibility, the curb ramp transition to the asphalt 

is the most difficult at many intersections on Jefferson St and throughout downtown. Include an even 

landing at the top and bottom of the ramp. Keep curb ramp slopes gentle, and watch for cross slopes. If 

possible, align tactile surfaces with the crosswalk. 

Other comments: Participants in the audit had inconsistent interpretations of ADA standards, and while 

everyone is an expert on his or her disability, no one is an expert in ADA standards. City staff found the 

exercise informative for the context of user experience.  

 

Figure 2. The crosswalk runs into the inlet. 
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Date: March 12, 2019 

Time: 3:00 – 4:00 PM 

Lighting: Sunny 

Weather: Sunny, mild 

Auditor Mode 

Tiffany Lee Wheelchair 

Greg Walters Walk 

Nathan McClung Walk 

Rachel Ruhlen Walk 

 

Route: Gus Nicks Blvd from old high school parking lot to Pollard St. Crossed Gus Nicks Blvd at the old 

high school, traveled south on the sidewalk on the east side of Gus Nicks Blvd, crossed at Pollard St, and 

traveled north on the sidewalk on the west side of Gus Nicks Blvd. (The bike audit of Gus Nicks / 

Washington from the old high school to ByPass Rd included this segment, so this audit was for walking 

and disability only.) 

This section of Gus Nicks Blvd, along with Washington Ave as far as ByPass Rd, is identified as a 

connection between Wolf Creek Greenway and Tinker Creek Greenway. The trailhead for future Phase II 

of the Glade Creek Greenway is adjacent to the old high school parking lot. 

Trip generators: The segment is of interest to Vinton because of current and future development. The 

old high school is under construction to be repurposed into moderately priced apartments, the William 

Byrd Lofts. It is an easy walk or bike ride to downtown Vinton. Future development of the old Gish Mill 

site across the street will be an attraction for these tenants as well as other visitors from downtown. 

Because of recent changes to the bus route, there are no bus stops on Gus Nicks Blvd. 

Sidewalk condition: Good. One small lip was noticed and one rough spot for people with wheeled 

mobility devices. The sidewalk in front of the old school is seven feet wide, and auditors commented on 

how much more comfortable it was compared to the five-foot-wide sidewalk the rest of the street. 

Neither segment has separation from the curb. 

Obstacles: No obstacles, other than a tree limb which was removed by the auditors. Auditors 

commended the lack of vegetative overgrowth. 

Traffic:  4 lanes of fast-moving traffic with no separation between the road and the sidewalk. Speed limit 

35 mph (estimated average actual speed 44 mph), average annual daily traffic 21,000. No street parking. 

Crosswalks: The intersection of Pollard and Washington, including its crosswalks, will be improved soon 

as part of the Pedestrian Safety Action Program funding Vinton received. Coincidentally, three hours 

after the audit took place, a pedestrian crash occurred in the same intersection. 

A critical missing crosswalk for future development is between William Byrd Lofts and the Gish Mill site. 

If the Gish Mill site is developed and is an attraction for tenants of William Byrd Lofts, there will be high 

potential for pedestrian crashes.  
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Curb ramps: The curb ramp on the southeast corner of Madison Ave (also called Omar Ave NE) & Gus 

Nicks Blvd is not usable. It is narrow (3 feet), steep, has no landing pad, and faces directly onto the 

street. It lacks a tactile surface. At the moment, it is not a high priority because there is probably not 

much pedestrian traffic on the street, especially with the removal of the bus stops.  

The curb ramps on the northwest and southwest corner of Gus Nicks and Highland and the northwest 

and southwest corner of Gus Nicks and the old high school parking lot lack a level landing area, tactile 

surface, and point into the street. 

Vision impairment: Curb ramps lack tactile surfaces. 

Signs: Wayfinding signs direct travelers to downtown destinations. 

Recommendations 

With 35 mph traffic and 21,000 average annual daily traffic, a high degree of protection will be needed 

for safe pedestrian crossing from William Byrd Lofts to the Gish Mill site. Consider a pedestrian refuge 

island, a high-intensity activated crosswalk beacon or rectangular rapid flashing beacon, and high 

visibility crosswalk markings when improvements are made. 

Extend the sidewalk on the east side of Gus Nicks Blvd north to Madison Ave (Omar Ave) and bring the 

curb ramp up to ADA standards. 

 

  

 

 

Inadequate curb ramp at Madison and Gus 

Nicks 

 

Curb ramps on the segment lack 

level landing area, tactile surface, 

and point into the street. 

 

Auditors discuss future development 
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