
Amend and modify the existing funding formula to meet rural needs without competing 

with or drawing from the existing SMART SCALE program.

Investment in Virginia’s PDC is down 65% in inflation-adjusted dollars from 2000.  

Sustainable state funding for PDCs is essential for building stronger regions, attracting 

federal dollars, and supporting the Commonwealth’s long-term success.

2027 Legislative Priorities
Adopted 8/17/26

Support $40 million in terminal investments in the Roanoke Blacksburg 
Airport and $7 million to study a runway extension and airfield safety 
improvements.

The Roanoke Blacksburg Airport supports over 3,000 jobs and $650 million in 

economic activity each year. Improvements in capacity, safety, and customer experience 
are critical to make sure Roanoke’s “front door” meets the region’s economic needs.

Seek amendment to VA Code Section 3.2 -359 to increase funding for 
unpaved and secondary roads from 'an amount not to exceed $25M' to 'an 
amount not to exceed $50M.'

Meet the growing workforce challenges in trades and manufacturing by 
continuing direct investments in career and technical education.

Significant gaps exist in funding for 9th and 10th grade exposure to the manufacturing 

workforce.  Direct investment at the middle- and high-school level is necessary to support 

the growth of high-demand technical fields in the region.

Invest in the expansion, maintenance, and marketing of outdoor amenities 
to support the region’s outdoor recreation economy. 

Our region has over $150 million in outdoor infrastructure needs. The Craig-Botetourt 

Trail, Roanoke River Greenway, Roanoke River Blueway, Douthat State Park, Lake 

Moomaw, and Smith Mountain Lake, among others, are critical to our tourism, talent 
recruitment, and business development.

Increase the base funding of Planning District Commissions statewide to 
ensure we remain competitive by reinvesting in regional cooperation.
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